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NORTH IWKPi'A YOUTHS 
VORK AS OESE~JERS 317 

XLZLIFE SAXCTUARIES 

Cne hundred and fifty Xorth Dakota farm youths equi.?;?ed with binoculars, 

cameras, and notebooks are keeping a check on vild birds and wimnals, and condi- 

tions generally, on 62 wildlife rofcges in their Stnte for the IL. S. B~eau of 

Biological Survey. Each boy devotes at least 1C hours ceekly to this xork. The 

information he supplies is used by t'he Survey in maintaining and developing the 

refuges. 

A cooper:.ti?re agreement for emyloging 1 to 10 young men as biological ob- 

servers on each of the 6S refuges bias completed recently by the Flations Youth 

Administration and the TJ. S. Department of Agriculture. The refuges, established 

and deyeloped t<Tithin the last Ifi months as a Tart of the Department's program of 

:7ildlife conservation and restoration, are also useful for t:ater conservation. 

Under the guidance of four district biologists the young men are being 

trained in making observations on t'ne refuq2sr Each week they submit tT;o repcrts 

to the district biologists, r-rho in turn edit and summarize the information for the 

use of the Bureau's central office at Bismarck, 'iJ. l%k, 

Land for these nildlife sanctuaries was obtBined from farmers, other land- 

ovners, and the State through easement grants, and funds from the Forks Progress 

Administration enabled the Bureau to develop them. Thousands of ducks wsted and 
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raised their young there during the drought last summer,  hhng f nrmer s al SO h3,uled 

: -:ter from these places for their livestock. 

This cooperntive Froject, SCL:TS the Barei?;u, not only furni she s emr;loyment 

to needy farm youths, but also training in xilClife conservation and. ma3.genent.  

Most of the youths live nerz the rezuges, and. were chosen because they are farm 

boys, Tell-informed rzbout locnl v;il&life. In connection ::!ith their :;iork on  the 

refuges they also make it <a, point to x-o-pair broken fencing, replace fallen refuge 

signs, and perform other small tasks. 
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